
The Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers(EMCN) helps recent immigrants to Edmonton 
meet their basic needs while seeking access to work, housing, education, and other services. 
Clients of the EMCN come from all over the world, including refugees from regions of Africa and 
South America. 

The organization operates several housing projects in central Edmonton. Housing is an urgent 
need for new Canadians. “The struggle for decent housing is fought in every community, whether 
in Edmonton, Canada, or around the world,” explains Delmy Garcia-Hoyt, who is a Coordinator 
with the EMCN’s Supported Housing services. “The Mennonite Center plays a key role in the 
struggle to house newcomers to Canada; first by taking a position and giving a voice to refugees, 
and second by educating the community at large about their special needs.” 

Trinity Manor is one of the EMCN’s housing facilities. As Garcia-Hoyt explains, it is “actual 
housing, with modest, well-built apartments in which support services are offered by caring 
professionals. As workers we have been given a wonderful opportunity to hear, to see, and to live 
the context in which our tenants live, struggle, adapt and learn to walk in their new life in Canada. 
Trinity Manor is a place where each and everyone is embraced.”

The background of the residents of Trinity Manor are varied.  They include a number of Muslims 
and Christians both present and former clients. “We want tenants to be able to express their faith, 
their gratitude, their care, their hopes, and their love,” says Garcia-Hoyt.

The EMCN has been able to build bridges of understanding between residents of different faith 
groups through the work it does with the tenants. “Through formal and informal groups we work 
with people from different cultures and backgrounds. This interaction leads to learning from each 
other and being better able to establish good lives in Canada. People also begin to create new 
opportunities to learn together,” Garcia-Hoyt explains.

“We don’t let individualist theology trap us into thinking, ‘It’s all up to you!’ or, ‘It’s all about 
us versus them.’  We are in this world together. As we give and take, treat each other as we want 
to be treated, remember that each of us is part of all of us, we achieve much more, and, most 
especially, we notice the same divine spark burns in each of the souls that make up the Trinity 
Manor Housing Program.” 

A House of Understanding and Cooperation
The Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers’ Trinity Manor
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I am Saima and I arrived in Canada eight years ago from Rawalpindi, Pakistan.  I had never lived 
anywhere other than Pakistan so coming to Canada was truly a big move for me.  I had to become 
used to the weather and the life here. I had to put behind my life back home. I had studied English 
in school but hardly got a chance to converse in it when I was there. After living in Edmonton 
for seven years, I now have a circle of friends.  Through the Multicultural Women and Seniors 
Services Association (MWSSA), I got the opportunity to meet other women and show off my 
sewing skills.  I now participate in most events that the Center holds, however this was not the 
case two years ago when my children were younger and I could not drive.

Last year, I attended the ladies only Christmas/Hannukah/Eid/Diwali celebration for the first time.  
My friend Nadia insisted that I join her, but at first I was unsure as I did not know what kind of 
entertainment it would be, and I thought the interfaith part will be boring and pointless. I know 
what my religion is about and our faith is the true faith.  Nadia was very persistent and she told 
me that the food would be great and there will be singing and dancing from different countries.  
I was hesitant to go to a place that would have dancing, but she convinced me that it is a woman 
only event so I ended up going with her.  There were over three hundred women there, some were 
familiar faces that I knew from the MWSSA, but most were new.   

The event started with the singing of the national anthem by a young girl named Amna. This was 
followed by a hymn (song in praise of God) in Persian by Fatima from Afghanistan.  Both girls 
had strong, beautiful voices so I enjoyed the songs although I didn’t understand the language. 
Then I heard four speakers talk about their faith. I was told that Sofia Yaqub from MWSSA has 
been organizing this interfaith, multicultural ladies event for many years.  In addition, Sister 
Rosaleen Zdunich from the Christian Community and Karen Gall from the Jewish community 
have been important to these celebrations.  Nadia told me that they have graciously participated in 
these celebrations, sharing their beautiful traditions and promoting goodwill and friendship which 
MWSSA members appreciate.  

This occasion reaches out to women newly immigrated to Canada by allowing them to meet and 
interact with women of different faiths.  I was told by Sofia that through such events, MWSSA 
hopes to building bridges which allow its members to become exposed to the diverse religions.  
They get to see the individuality of each faith, witness the similarities and the differences each 
offers.  Most often, immigrants come from countries that have no or limited opportunities to 
experiencing religious diversity.  In some countries, due to cultural restraints, women have 
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Garcia-Hoyt is easily able to relate numerous instances of interfaith cooperation between tenants. 
In fact, in most cases, one’s individual religious beliefs do not even come up in the specific 
situations. “A young single woman originally from Sudan lived with us for awhile and became 
very ill. She was placed on bed rest in a local hospital for almost three weeks. Another tenant, 
an Eritrean woman in her sixties learned of this tenant in the hospital through other tenants and 
she began to visit with her. She borrowed from us a thermos to take tea as well as sweet bread to 
the young woman. Neither of them spoke a common language to communicate, but both of them 
knew that they needed each other. So during the visits they drank the tea, held hands, and prayed, 
to make company together.” 

Even when language barriers exist, faith can be a unifying element between tenants. “A Moroccan 
woman found herself having to adjust to a new life in Canada while also learning how to be a new 
parent far from the practices and customs of her homeland,” Garcia-Hoyt tells. “A young single 
woman, originally from Somalia, decided that after school she would go to her place to assist 
her with the cleaning and cooking of the apartment. These young women found unity through 
common experiences and their Muslim faith even though neither can speak the same language. 
They looked beyond these differences to find common cause in looking after each other and 
enjoying each other’s company.”

Most of all, EMCN realizes and 
respects that faith is central in 
the lives of many of its tenants at 
Trinity Manor. “As EMCN staff we 
believe that the best vehicle for the 
transmission of faith is not to be 
found in printed reports or numbers 
of activities done in a year. Faith 
moves through the commitment of 
staff and tenants to community who 
together are the protagonists of this 
project,” Garcia-Hoyt explains.

She continues, “In all our programs 
at Trinity we try to take into account 
what came before in the life of every 
tenant, whether it is the life and death 
of a loved one or tenants’ memories of 
persecution in far away lands. And so every part of every program becomes an opportunity to breathe 
hope. We witness the tenants in new environments and contexts evolving with new thoughts and 
discovering and believing in the possibility of renewal. For many of the tenants such faith as this has 
been the only thing that has sustained them to live and carry on.” 
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In keeping with this mission and the Islamic ethic of consultation and consensus, the newly 
founded Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities further committed itself to promoting and 
upholding certain fundamental values, which include:

   • Humility, respect and steadfastness
   • Integrity and honesty
   • Openness in communication
   • Non-violence of thought, word and deed
   • Recognize, honour and value diversity 
     (racial, cultural, and linguistic, etc.)

From the outset of its formation in early 2002, the ECMC has recognized that in order to 
understand Islam, one needs to understand its rich heritage of multiplicity of ethnicities, 
languages and traditions which have been part of its history for over fourteen centuries. At 
the same time, one needs to deepen one’s understanding of other faiths as well as various 
interpretations within Islam, to enrich the society that we live in. Based on this recognition, the 
Council has successfully helped establish the first community-endowed Chair in Islamic Studies 
in Canada, at the University of Alberta, to provide various courses in Islam and its history - an 
accomplishment which all Albertans can be proud of. During this time, the Council has also 
partnered with Alberta Learning in shaping the Social Studies curriculum to include certain 
modules in Islamic Civilization.

Further, driven by the spirit of discussion and dialogue, the Council has either initiated or 
otherwise participated in numerous interfaith dialogues and interactions among the various faith 
groups in the city. The ECMC has supported local institutions such as the Edmonton Police 
Service through its Hate-Bias Crime Unit and the Chief’s Advisory Committee as a multilateral 
partner. The Council has also participated in and supported a dialogue with representatives of the 
Jewish community, which has since lead to the formation of the Phoenix Multi-Faith Society for 
Harmony within the city . 

The Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities represents a unique model of community 
alignment within the city-wide Islamic communities, just as the Phoenix Society represents a 
model for wider cooperation and collaboration among the tri-faith Christian, Jewish and Islamic 
communities within the city of Edmonton. The Council hopes that this will serve as a beacon for 
intra- and inter-faith community collaboration in other parts of Canada, and beyond. 

Formation of the ECMC continued...
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