
of Beth Shalom Synagogue who lead the Jewish Community in the “Prayer for Justice”.   
O God and Creator, we thank You for the sense of justice you have implanted within us, and which 
always seeks, though at times haltingly, to express itself in daily life.  Make us, O God, more steadfast 
in our desire to do your will. Teach us that the men and women around us are brothers and sisters, 
and fill us with such love for our fellow creatures that we will never wrong them or exploit them or 
take advantage of their weakness or ignorance.  Kindle in us a passion for righteousness, grant us 
the vision to see that only justice can endure, and that only in being just to one another can we make 
our lives acceptable to you. May we by our thoughts and our deeds hasten the time when wrong 
and violence shall cease and justice be established on earth.  Let justice roll down like waters and 
righteousness like a mighty stream.

Master Walter Breitreuz, Q.C. the representative lawyer, (Master) from the Christian community 
reflected on the history of the Christian faith during the first 100 years of the Courts’ establishment.  
United Church of Canada Reverend Kathy Hogman, Catholic Archbishop Richard Smith and 
Reverend Mark Zazula lead the Christian Community in the Lord’s Prayer, as follows:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and glory now and forever.

The program ended with a prayer for peace that brought together the theme of this celebration:
  
God of many names, Lover of all Nations,
We give you thanks for gathering us here today to celebrate 
the Centennial year of the Law Courts in Alberta and for the 
privilege of living in this city and country.

Bless the rich tapestry of this community;
The many strands of creeds, cultures and languages.
May we appreciate the blessings of one another in our diverse ways 
and grow in solidarity with responsibility to strengthen this Canadian dream.
Recognizing those who first dwelt in this land,
May we learn from the sacredness of all creation.
Divine Creator, teach us your way of compassion.
Help us to banish hatred, despair and cynicism
So that peace may flourish among us.
May this interfaith gathering be a symbol of goodness, 
generosity and harmony in our daily life.
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In 1857, Bishop Alexandre Tache made a request to Sister Julie 
Deschamps superior of the Sisters of Charity “Grey Nuns” of 
Montreal:  “There are many needs in the far-west!  Would you 
have Sisters ready to come to Lac Sainte-Anne”?

Sister Dechamps sent the Sisters quoting Saint Marguerite 
d’Youville, Foundress of the Grey Nuns, “Take good care of 
the poor”.  These words epitomize the life of the Grey Nuns.

With deep faith and incredible courage, three young Grey Nuns left 
Montreal on September 19, 1858 and reached Saint-Boniface, Manitoba 42 days later.  
They remained there for nine months to become acclimatized and to learn pointers from 
the Native people.  Marie-Louise, a young Métis interpreter, asked to join them on their trip 
and became a very important member of the community.

After journeying 53 days through sloughs, muskegs and creeks with the ox carts, finally 
September 24, 1859 the Sisters reached the Sacred Ground of Lac Sainte-Anne.  They were 
greeted with prayers of thanksgiving, ringing of the church bells and dances by the Natives. 
Within a week of their arrival, the sisters were visiting families, teaching day school to some forty 
adults and learning Cree.  Living in extreme poverty and sharing the people’s hunger, they wrote 
home, “We keep no account book as no one here has money or salary”.  

The Sisters, with seven orphans, left Lac Sainte-Anne March 23, 1863 and travelled a full day 
to St. Albert.   They opened a school, an orphanage and a rudimentary hospital where all people 
found care and respect.  Soon local women joined in their work.  

In 1895, the Grey Nuns established the first Edmonton hospital, Edmonton General and the 
first Nursing School in 1908.   At the opening, the Sisters confirmed: “The Sisters of Charity 
have the pleasure of announcing to the public that the new hospital is open. It is to be clearly 
understood that this is a General Hospital, run by the Sisters of Charity, and all have free access 
without distinction of race, creed or nationality.  The sole object of the Sisters is to minister to the 
temporal wants of suffering humanity; the rest will be left to the Lord who watches over all”. 

With fortitude, they passionately transmitted the flame of healing, service, faith and love to the 
people of Alberta

The General Hospital is now home to a Continuing Care Centre while a new Grey Nuns Hospital 
opened in 1988. 

...and the journey continues!

Celebrating 150 Years in Solidarity with 
the People of Alberta
Sisters of Charity of Montreal “Grey Nuns”
by Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich 

St. Marguerite d’Youville, founder
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