
The 300 participants from the three faiths including academics, university students, and the 
general public challenged the keynote speakers with thought-provoking questions.  They sought 
clarification on complex issues. They questioned how to create greater understanding and 
harmony among these faiths.   

At the conclusion of the two days, comments echoed throughout the hall: “I’ve enjoyed the 
intellectual level and I’m getting a tremendous education”; “I’ve learned there is an openness 
to understand more about each other”; “There is readiness of people of different faiths to grow 
together”; “A good beginning to building bridges”; “Outstanding event and a good education”.

This momentous and historic dialogue was supported and sponsored by generous donations from 
individuals and organizations of the three faiths.

The proceedings of all five dialogues were put into a book entitled: “What Do We Want the Other 
to Teach About Us?” Sacred Heart University Press, 5151 Park Avenue, Fairfield, Connecticut.

In Edmonton, two additional dialogues took place. 

 2001 Topic: Jerusalem – A Centre of Faith 
 Keynote Speakers: Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz, Archbishop   
 Thomas Collins, Dr. Saleem Qureshi  
 Host:  McDougall United Church

 2004 Topic: The Contributions of Religious 
 Traditions to Civil Society
 Keynote Speakers:  Rabbi David Kunin, 
 Rev. Bill Phipps, Dr. Bilal Kuspinar 
 Host: The Faculty of Arts, 
 University of Alberta

Our Religious Traditions continued...
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In 1994, Canada lost one of its best musicians when 
Ameen King Ganam passed away. He was known across 
the country as the “King of the Fiddle”.  Ameen was the 
second son born to Lebanese immigrant Sied Ameen 
Ganam Kadri and his wife Chelsea. In later years 
“King” would become the star of the CBC television 
program Country Hoedown. Due to his musical talent 
it was not long before he was nominated to the Country 
Music Hall of Honour. One of the nominators was 
Joe Shoctor (well known Jewish lawyer, entrepreneur, 
founder of the Citadel Theatre, Officer of the Order of 
Canada) who wrote:

“As a native Albertan and long-time Edmontonian, I remember with great pride the career and 
music of Ameen “King” Ganam whose talents as a songwriter, composer and musician were 
enjoyed by millions of Canadians throughout several decades. While King Ganam’s fame evolved 
largely around his fiddle, he was also deeply involved in his own community as a teacher, writer 
and composer.”

Joe Shoctor also said that Ameen had received the title “King” following his winning a world fiddle 
competition in Vancouver, B.C. in the early 1950’s. He concluded his nomination with,  “While 
Ameen’s recognition as a western entertainer in the Hall of Honour should be obvious to all who 
followed his career during the 1940’s, 1950’s and 1960’s, I am nevertheless pleased and honoured 
to add my voice to those who wish to see such recognition acknowledged to this great individual.”  

Nomination for a King
By Richard Awid

Ahmed “King” Ganam
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