








As a frontier province and as a frontier town, Edmontonians have always placed a high value on 
interfaith cooperation as both a way of life and a way to survive in a harsh northern Canadian 
climate. This attitude continues today as the stories contained in this booklet attest. A very brief 
overview of when each of these faith groups arrived in Edmonton is presented below.

Christian   
�,�Q���������������W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�U�L�H�V�W�V���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���D�W���)�R�U�W���(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q�����Q�R�Z���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���0�D�V�V��
and ministered to Catholics.  After 1842, Fort Edmonton was served from Lac 
Sainte Anne.

Arriving in 1852, Father Albert Lacombe completed Fort Edmonton’s Saint Joachim 
�&�K�D�S�H�O���L�Q�����������������,�W���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�������%�\���������������W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���6�D�L�Q�W��
�-�R�D�F�K�L�P���&�K�X�U�F�K�����(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�D�U�L�V�K�����Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W��

�6�W���$�O�E�H�U�W���Z�D�V���Q�D�P�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���)�D�W�K�H�U���$�O�E�H�U�W���/�D�F�R�P�E�H���Z�K�R�����L�Q���������������E�X�L�O�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
chapel there. This chapel, the oldest wooden building in Alberta, still stands on the 
St. Albert ‘hill’ as a provincial historic site.

Methodist Reverend Rundle arrived in 1840.  In 1871, Reverend George 
�0�F�'�R�X�J�D�O�O���E�X�L�O�W���(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���3�U�R�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W���&�K�X�U�F�K��

Christians of many traditions and cultures followed.  

Jewish
�$�E�U�D�K�D�P���&�U�L�V�W�D�O�O���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���5�H�E�H�F�F�D���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���-�H�Z�V���W�R���D�U�U�L�Y�H���L�Q��
Edmonton in 1893.  By 1906, there were enough Jewish people to form the 
�(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q���+�H�E�U�H�Z���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�L�U�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���5�D�E�E�L�����+�\�P�D�Q���*�R�O�G�V�W�L�F�N����

�,�Q���������������W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�\�Q�D�J�R�J�X�H�����W�K�H���%�H�W�K���,�V�U�D�H�O�����Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���D�W�������W�K���6�W�����D�Q�G���5�R�Z�O�D�Q�G��
Rd. Afternoon Hebrew School ran in the basement until the Talmud Torah, the 
�¿�U�V�W���-�H�Z�L�V�K���'�D�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����Z�D�V���I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q������������ 

Today, there are six congregations in the city, ranging from Reform to Orthodox, 
and the Jewish population is holding steady at about 6000 Jewish souls.

Muslim
�0�X�V�O�L�P�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�H�����������¶�V����
By 1938, Edmonton’s Muslim population had grown to several hundreds.

This increased population had the desire and the heart to build a religious centre. 
�7�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���F�H�Q�W�U�H���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���P�R�V�T�X�H���E�X�L�O�W���L�Q��
Canada. The mosque would be named the Al Rashid. The mosque is now located in 
Fort Edmonton Park.

Members of the Muslim Community originally came from present-day countries of 
Lebanon and Syria along with some who came from other parts of the Ottoman 
Empire.

Muslims in Edmonton today number approximately 35,000 and they came 
from over 35 countries. They represent various branches of the Muslim faith as 
well as numerous cultures.

We now invite you to review the numerous other stories the Phoenix editorial 
team have collected of Abrahamic faith group interactions in Edmonton.  
Through constructive inter-faith dialogue, each of us helps in our own way, 
to help build a better city, a better province, a better Canada.  

Sincerely,
Marvin Abugov
Editor

Building A Better Tomorrow
Arrival of Christians, Jews and Muslims to Edmonton

St. Joachim Chapel, 1859

Beth Israel Synagogue, 1912

Al-Rashad Mosque, 1938

V

A sad part of our world, both now and in the past, is the amount of violence and hatred that has 
been caused by divisions along religious and racial lines. March 21 is the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. One of the ways the day is marked in Edmonton is with the 
Harmony Brunch.

“The message of the Harmony Brunch is that we all must to work together to eliminate racial and all 
other forms of discrimination,” explains organizer Karen Gall. “The atmosphere, while friendly and 
celebratory, is thought-provoking and encourages attendees to think about these important issues and 
take action to eliminate racism in their personal and professional lives.”

The Harmony Brunch has occurred annually for the past twelve years and is held on a Sunday some 
time close to March 21. It is organized by the Canadian Multicultural Education Foundation (CMEF), 
which is made of up individuals from many different cultural and religious backgrounds. The CMEF 
�L�V���D�Q���(�G�P�R�Q�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
awareness of multiculturalism, and to advocate adherence to a wide range of multicultural values 
including diversity, equality, fairness, justice, unity, harmony and inclusiveness. “The annual Harmony 
Brunch has proven to be an excellent tool to further this goal,” Gall says.

Gall is Chair of the Harmony Brunch Committee. “In that role, I oversee all aspects of the Harmony 
Brunch as well as open the program and welcome the speakers, dignitaries and guests. All members 
of the CMEF Board assist in various aspects of the Harmony Brunch,” Gall explains.

The work that goes into organizing the Harmony Brunch is evident in the large attendance. 
“Approximately 400 people from various local communities-at-large attend the Harmony Brunch 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�����D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�����Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
and cultural (ethnic) groups, aboriginal groups, women’s organizations, youth, and the media - a good 
cross-section of Edmonton’s multi-cultural/multi-faith communities,” Gall says.

In 2009, the featured speaker was Mike Boyd, Chief of Edmonton Police Service who delivered the 
keynote address entitled, “Promoting Peace and Harmony in Our Changing World.” Former Edmonton 
Poet Laureate, E.D. (Ted) Blodgett read his new poem, “Questions” that he wrote for the occasion. 
The prayer before the meal (a delicious buffet) was delivered by Reverend Richard Reimer, Lutheran 
Chaplain, University of Alberta. As well, the Harmony Brunch also served as the book launch for 
Among Friends, the newly published biography of Robinson Koilpillai, C.M., founder of CMEF and 
lifelong promoter of racial harmony and multiculturalism.  Both Robinson Koilpillai and author Allan 
Sheppard attended and they autographed and personalized copies of the book.

Working to Eliminate Discrimination:
The Harmony Brunch
By Paula E. Kirman

55

Forward



Table Of Contents

Archbishop Anthony Jordan OMI, Archbishop of the 
Edmonton Archdiocese, 1964-1973, was responsible for 
founding Newman Theological College (NTC).  It opened 
its doors in 1969 for theological education in response to 
Vatican II.  This lecture series is dedicated in his memory.  

The Lecture Series offers everyone, as well as academics, 
an opportunity to hear world-renowned scholars 
address topical subjects in theology.  With ample time 
for discussion, and debate, this series is a popular and 
thought-provoking Newman Theological College event.

Christians from many denominations attend these lectures 
to hear profound Christian speakers.  However, in 1997, 
the series took on an interfaith dimension when Rabbi 
Asher Finkel was the guest speaker.  Rabbi Finkel is 
co-founder of the Department of Jewish-Christian Studies 
in New Jersey with Roman Catholic Priest, Edmontonian 
Father Larry Frizzel. 

Rabbi Finkel’s three lectures addressed the topic “Christianity and Judaism in Dialogue”. 
The series was opened with a prayer in Hebrew and English by Neil Loomer from Beth Shalom 
Synagogue. Rabbi Asher Finkel was introduced by Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich, Founding Coordinator 
of The Edmonton Interfaith Centre.

The lecture series ends with a banquet to which presidents of all the Christian colleges are invited.  
But how was this banquet different from previous banquets?  Because it was held at Beth Shalom 
Synagogue!  At each table, Jews and Christians sat together sharing a kosher meal and their 
respective faith and practices.  Animated conversation could be heard throughout the banquet 
room. This lecture series came to a conclusion when, after the banquet, everyone was invited for a 
tour of the synagogue. I was privileged to coordinate this event with Newman Theological College.
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