











Building A Better Tomorrow
Arrival of Christians, Jews and Muslims to Edmonton

As a frontier province and as a frontier town, Edmontonians have always placed a high value on
interfaith cooperation as both a way of life and a way to survive in a harsh northern Canadian
climate. This attitude continues today as the stories contained in this booklet attest. A very brief
overview of when each of these faith groups arrived in Edmonton is presented below.

Christian
WKH ¢UVW SULHVWVY VWRSSHG DWURXQG NG PRHOOHREQ DQNRHE GW\K K
and ministered to Catholics. After 1842, Fort Edmonton was served from L

Sainte Anne.

Arriving in 1852, Father Albert Lacombe completed Fort Edmonton’s Saint Joa
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chapel there. This chapel, the oldest wooden building in Alberta, still stands o
St. Albert ‘hill' as a provincial historic site.

Methodist Reverend Rundle arrived in 1840. In 1871, Reverend George
OF'RXJDOO EXLOW (GPRQWRQTTV ¢UVW 3URWH K

Christians of many traditions and cultures followed.

Jewish St. Joachim Chapel, 1859
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Edmonton in 1893. By 1906, there were enough Jewish people to form the
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Rd Afternoon Hebrew School ran in the basement until the Talmud Torah th
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Today, there are six congregations in the city, ranging from Reform to Ortho
and the Jewish population is holding steady at about 6000 Jewish souls.

Muslim
OXVOLPV KDYH EHHQ OLYLQJ LQ (GPRQWRQ VL W GHI
By 1938, Edmonton’s Muslim population had grown to several hundreds.

This increased population had the desire and the heart to build a religious centre.

7KHLU UHOLJLRXV FHQWUH ZRXOG UHVXOW LQ (BatRIBd42I\8yRaQogkid)1912Q J
Canada. The mosque would be named the Al Rashid. The mosque is now located in

Fort Edmonton Park.

Members of the Muslim Community originally came from present-day countries
Lebanon and Syria along wigbme who came from other parts of the Ottoman
Empire.

Muslims in Edmonton today number approximately 35,000 and they came
from over 35 countries. They represent various branches of the Muslim faith
well as numerous cultures.

We now invite you to review the numerous other stories the Phoenix ed
team have collected of Abrahamic faith group interactions in Edmonton.
Through constructive inter-faith dialogue, each of us helps in our own

to help build a better city, a better province, a better Canada.

Sincerely Al-Rashad Mosque, 1938
Marvin Abugov
Editor
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