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Archbishop Anthony Jordan OMI, Archbishop of the 
Edmonton Archdiocese, 1964-1973, was responsible for 
founding Newman Theological College (NTC).  It opened 
its doors in 1969 for theological education in response to 
Vatican II.  This lecture series is dedicated in his memory.  

The Lecture Series offers everyone, as well as academics, 
an opportunity to hear world-renowned scholars 
address topical subjects in theology.  With ample time 
for discussion, and debate, this series is a popular and 
thought-provoking Newman Theological College event.

Christians from many denominations attend these lectures 
to hear profound Christian speakers.  However, in 1997, 
the series took on an interfaith dimension when Rabbi 
Asher Finkel was the guest speaker.  Rabbi Finkel is 
co-founder of the Department of Jewish-Christian Studies 
in New Jersey with Roman Catholic Priest, Edmontonian 
Father Larry Frizzel. 

Rabbi Finkel’s three lectures addressed the topic “Christianity and Judaism in Dialogue”. 
The series was opened with a prayer in Hebrew and English by Neil Loomer from Beth Shalom 
Synagogue. Rabbi Asher Finkel was introduced by Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich, Founding Coordinator 
of The Edmonton Interfaith Centre.

The lecture series ends with a banquet to which presidents of all the Christian colleges are invited.  
But how was this banquet different from previous banquets?  Because it was held at Beth Shalom 
Synagogue!  At each table, Jews and Christians sat together sharing a kosher meal and their 
respective faith and practices.  Animated conversation could be heard throughout the banquet 
room. This lecture series came to a conclusion when, after the banquet, everyone was invited for a 
tour of the synagogue. I was privileged to coordinate this event with Newman Theological College.

Messages/Forward  
• Message from Pheonix Multi-Faith Chairman, Sol Rolingher ....................................................................................................I
• Message from Alberta Culture and Community Spirit Minister, Lindsay Blackett ......................................... II 
• Message from Edmonton Mayor, Stephen Mandel ......................................................................................... III
• Message from Edmonton Police Service Chief, Michael J.Boyd ................................................................... IV
• Building A Better Tomorrow - Marvin Abugov (Editor) ...................................................................................V

Muslim Stories  
• Formation Of The Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities (ECMC) - Marlene Haymour and Shayda Nanji .......... 1
• Saima Ahmed’s Realization - Saima Ahmed ..................................................................................................... 3 
• Nomination for a King - Richard Awid .............................................................................................................. 5
• The Annual Interfaith Symposium: Uniting Women of Faith - Ayesha Mian ................................................... 6
• Uncle Sam Jamha - Richard Awid ..................................................................................................................... 7
• Lawyers Working Together - Yasmeen Nizam (Barrister and Solictor) ............................................................ 8
• The Arabic-Hebrew Experience In Edmonton - Soraya Zaki Hafez  .............................................................. 10
• The Road To Healing - Soraya Zaki Hafez  ..................................................................................................... 11
• Compassion Leads To Friendship - Richard Awid  .......................................................................................... 12
• Imam Hummudah Abd Al-Ati - Richard Awid  ............................................................................................... 13
• The Al-Rashid Canada’s First Mosque - Richard Awid  .................................................................................. 14

Jewish Stories  
• My Lebanese Cousins / The Relationship - Paula E. Kirman and Richard Awid  .......................................... 16
• Remembering Sam & Annie and the Crown Grocery - Don J. Manderscheid, Q.C. ...................................... 19
• Jewish Family Services: Supporting Edmonton Families Of All Faiths - Debby Shoctor .............................. 20
• True Harmony: Bridging Cultural Divides Through Music - Paula E. Kirman .............................................. 22 
• Mitzvah Day - Paula E. Kirman ...................................................................................................................... 24
• Dr. Harry - Sterling Haynes ............................................................................................................................. 26 
• Rabbi Ginsburg and the Deicide Debate - Kathryn Ivany ............................................................................... 30
• Eliot Cohen (Corday) - Sterling Haynes ......................................................................................................... 31
• Jake Superstein: A Man For All Faiths - Debby Shoctor ................................................................................. 34
• Remembering First Twins’ Bar Mitzvah - Harold Rudnunsky ........................................................................ 36 
• Genocide Memorial Garden Dedication
  “One Step In Fostering Cooperation Among Faith Groups” - Paula E. Kirman ............................................. 37

Christian Stories 
• Father Bill Irwin: The Man, The Vision - Marc Barylo .................................................................................. 40
• Come Pray In Our Mosque - David J. Goa ..................................................................................................... 42
• Celebrating 150 Years In Solidarity With The People of Alberta 
   Sisters of Charity of Montreal “Grey Nuns”- Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich .............................................................. 44
• My First Inter-Faith Encounter - David J. Goa ............................................................................................... 45
• What We Want The Other To Know and Teach About Our Religious Traditions - Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich ...... 47
• Interfaith Generosity: McDougall United Church and Beth Shalom Synagogue, 1938 - Tim O’Grady ......... 49
• A House Of Understanding and Cooperation: The Edmonton Mennonite Centre For Newcomers 
  “Trinity Manor” - Paula E. Kirman ................................................................................................................. 50
• Jews and Christians Make History In Edmonton - Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich ....................................................... 52
• Rabbi Delivers Lecture Series At Roman Catholic Newman Theological College - Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich ... 54
• Working To Eliminate Discrimination: The Harmony Brunch - Paula E. Kirman ......................................... 55
• A Journey of Faith - Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich ...................................................................................................... 57

Rabbi Delivers Lecture Series at Roman
Catholic Newman Theological College
By  Sr. Rosaleen Zdunich

Rabbi Finkel speaking at Newman Theological College

54 VI


